
    
   

 

 
 

 

The period of the Spanish rule over Italy was of great influence and consequences and eventoday 
some regions in Italy can be said to be the result of that domain.  

The following slides and articlesshow the details of that important period which started in the 
sixteenth century. 

Italy and Spain are two countries that attract and sometimes look at each other with suspicion. In 
the second half of the 3rd century, Juàn Carlos of Borbone, the monarch who abdicated after 40 
years of reign, was taking his first steps on Italian soil. In these same years Carlo Rosselli, a man of 
letters engaged in politics, used the frequencies of Radio Barcellona to launch his anti-fascist 
proclamation. However, as Italians and Spaniards know each other they discover that they are 
different. Entrepreneurial dynamism is Italy's strong point, the efficiency of public services the 
reason for Spain's pride. Italy has an excess of pubblic debt, Spain an excess of private debt. 

Diversity, suspicion and, at times, heated competitiveness are the features which characterize the 
two countries. According to data from the UNWTO (United Nations World Tourists Organization), 
Spain has long since outgrown our country in attracting tourists, reaching fifth place worldwide 
with 56 million visitors, compared to 46 million seduced by Italy. 

Competitiveness does not exclude solid commercial contiguity: the volume of business between 
the two countries is considerable, over 40,000 billion euros, a figure higher than the sum of Italy's 
trade with emerging economies such as China, India and Brazil. The Italian Chamber of Commerce 
has a leading role in commercial relations in which Italian companies are among the first suppliers 
of Spanish companies. Chamber of Barcelona is an institution that recently celebrated its hundred 
years of activity in promoting Italian commerce creating an ancient commercial link between Italy 
and Catalonia. 

Italian business are present in luxury, in design, in high technology, in the pharmaceutical sector. 
There are drugs that can only be bought in Italy, and they are produced by Italian companies in 
Catalonia. Strange commercial combinations. However, just take a walk along the elegant Paseo 
de Gracia to understand the weight of Made in Italy. Often Spanish companies operating in the 
fashion or design world trade use names to have more apeal. 
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